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AH | Deep gold/amber in color, this wine is
showing its age. The nose has some agreeable
salty tang to it, but the impression is dulled
compared to the [Domaine Gauby Coume Gineste
Vin de Pays des Cote Catalanes 2011]. The
palate, however, is still brimming with life, with

a bready/yeasty component that complements
the dried-peach fruit. Dry, savory, balanced, and
characterful, there is still much to recommend
here.

Al | Full yellow-gold, but it is a 2009. Rather
“candy crush” on the aromas; evolved, but was it
wise policy to keep? A touch oxidized, in truth. A
little bit heavy and monotonous in flavor, though
there is plenty of flavor and it has the Catalonian
flavors of straw, wild flowers, powdery stone.
Solid, well-crafted wine, but | would have preferred
it with a little more youthful vitality.

CM | Full yellow-gold in color, this has obviously
had longer in bottle than most wines here.

The nose is savory and opulent, with the fruit
aromas running from lemon to melon and even
to pineapple. The acidity is excellent and well
balances all this opulent fruit. Veery rich, exotic
white, which could easily fulfill the function of a
red at table. Gloriously opulent, with complexity,
stature, and presence. | 1



Money Week
Matthew Jukes

28th August 2015

2009 Le Soula Blanc, Les Fenouilledes, Vin de Pays des Cotes Catalanes, France
(£23.95, Uncorked tel. 020 7638 5998, [.22.45, Berry Bros. & Rudd tel. 0800 280 2440).

You simply must taste this celestial creation. I met up with Mark Walford, gourmet aesthete and fine wine
expert, the other day for lunch and he brought with him two bottles of his own wine, 2009 Le Soula white and
2010 Le Soula red (£24.95, Berry Bros. & Rudd tel. 0800 280 2440) — both were exquisite. I wrote the 2008
vintage of the red up on this very page four years ago. This time it is the turn of the wild, fascinating and
thoroughly rewarding white. Made from an absurdly complex blend of Sauvignon Blanc, Macabeu, Grenache
Blanc, Chardonnay, Malvoisie du Roussillon, Grenache Gris, Vermentino, Marsanne, Roussanne this is a
wonderful amalgam of nuance and sleight of hand. Ultra-organic, lightly oaked and fairly rich this is a wine
which is shaped like a white Burgundy, but whose flavours are nothing short of kaleidoscopic. You might
expect a six year old white wine to be showing its age, but this wine looked fit, pale and shimmering with
energy and youthful vigour. In short, it is bizarrely mesmerising. As a postscript the 2010 Le Soula Rouge
(£24.95, BBR) is a Carignan, Syrah and Grenache Noir blend made from old bush vines and it is another

fascinating flavour conundrum.

http:/ /www.matthewjukes.com/2015/08,/2009-le-soula-blanc-les-fenouilledes-vin-de-pays-des-cotes-catalanes-france/



Country Life
Harry Eyres

29th July 2015

What to drink this week
LeSoula

Le Soula wines
are respected and
admired—ifor
good reason, says
Harry Eyres

Creating a new cru from land either
never planted with vines ar lang
abandoned must be one of the
mast exciting challenges the wine
world can offer, The wine marchant
Mark Walford—ariginally, in tandem
with Roy Richards and guided by
the gunu of Roussillon wines Gerard
Gauby—did exactly this in the high
Agly valley inland from Perpignan.
The result is Le Soula, certainky one
of the most original French wine
projects of the past 20 years, now
served as a pouring wine at Le
Gavroche, The Waterside Inn and
ather prestigious establishments,

Why you should be drinking it

| tasted the first commercial vintage
of Le Soula, 2001, in white and red
and was immediately struck by the
guality and complexity of the white.
In expansive form at a recent tasting
lunch, Mr Walford said none of the
wines he has made has yet fallen
apart (at lunch, the 2002 white was
magnificently complex and alive). The
quality of Le Soula wines he singled
out was 'freshness’. Since 2008,
the wines have been made accord-
ing to biodynamic principles by the
thoughtful and sometimes paradoxi-
cal Gérald Standley; he seeks, and
seems to be achieving, ever greater
freshness and purity, while also
expenmenting on the wild side.

What to drink

Le Soula Rouge 2010
(£24.95; www.bbr.com)
is much more alegant
and lifted than previous
vintages, with lovaly dark
plum fruit and garrigue
scants, Le Soula Blanc
2009 (right, £23.95;
wwwLuncorked.couuk)

is still a baby, but, with
its expressive herbal
nose and satisfying
rich texture, it pro-
mises great things.
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CLASSEMENT 2016  rwne

ces Classements
interactifs en

LANGUEDOC

Minervois

Corbiéres Fitou l::‘::::‘ VDN
Picpoul du Pinet = W IGP
Pic Saint-Loup Saint-Chinian Divers
=
1es GRANDS VINS CLASSES
ETANG DES COLOMBES | FABAS (bl) MIRE-L'ETANG (bl) DAUMAS-GASSAC (bl)
(bl) MAS DU NOVI
GRAND CAUMONT BARROUBIO PEYREGRANDES (F) BARTHE
GRAND MOULIN BERTRAND-BERGE SAINT-MARTIN-CHAMPS | DOMAINE DE BELLEVUE
MARTINOLLE-GASPARETS | CLARMON CASA BLANCA
COUPE-ROSES CLOTTE FONTANE MAS ROUS
CASCADES (bl) HERBE SAINTE ESTABEL CABRIERES TERRES DE MALLYCE
LE guide INTERACTIF . MATTES-SABRAN PEPUSQUEE FAMILONGUE
est unique et c'est dans ce gul e SPENCER LA PUJADE ROUDENE GUIZARD MODAT
Ces VIEILLE (PSL) REYMARDIERE (F) MOULINES
CAMBRIEL (bl) CAVE ROQUEBRUN
o i GRAND-ARC CLOS CENTEILLES VALAMBELLE GRESSAC
Les meilleurs rapports qualité-prix-typicité PECH-D'ANDRE (bl) Mas de MADAME
Prix d’Honneur VIGN. CAMPLONG CROIX CHAPTAL
Prix d’Excellence CANOS AGEL PECH DE LUNE PLAINE-HAUTE
Satisfecits TRILLOL CAVAILLES PIETRI-GIRAUD
ATRIN MIC ENTRETAN ARGENTEILLE SERRES (Malepére)
WALBIN MICHEL GRAND GUILHEM CLOS BELLEVUE LE SOULA
BOUSQUETTE
L'ESCATTES
GRANDES COSTES
MAS de CYNANQUE
METEORE (F)
SAUVAIRE
e
2 GRANDS VINS CLASSES
FONTSAINTE LA GRAVE (bl)* COSTEPLANE* COUME DU ROY
VIEUX-MOULIN PIQUE PERLOUP (bl) FLAUGERGUES MAIRAN
FONTAINE-MARCOUSSE  MILLE VIGNES
AURIS FAUZAN GALTIER* MINGRAUT
(BORDE-ROUGE) LAURIERS (PP) KARANTES MAS DES QUERNES
(FONTFROIDE*) MAILLOLS MADURA RIVES-BLANQUES
ROQUE-SESTIERE MARION PLA (CLOS SAINT-GEORGES)
(SAINT-MICHEL Les JORDY MONTANA
CLAUSES) (LEGENDES)
(MAS NUY) LOUS GREZES
MONTPLO
3 GRANDS VINS CLASSES
(SAINT-JACQUES (LA VERNEDE) (BOURDIC*)
D'ALBAS) (Philippe NUSSWITZ*)

Le Soula rouge 2010
au nez de griotte mure, est un vin puissant et de bouche ferme, aux tanins présents, d'une belle harmonie et de

trés bonne garde

Le Soula blanc 2010
aux reflets verts avec des aromes de noix et d'agrumes, est ample et fin, persistant et aromatique, d'une belle

finale fraiche mais puissante



Off Licence News
Christine Boggis
20th March 2015

ising prices have
Torces] ke Languedoc
ther engine rocamn nf
Fraees bull wine
prroscuetion - o ook ar
meares preniwm offers
arnd estalilish igsell as a tap-quialiry
wimne reicn, ned A argain basciment.

Producers, agents and buyers
Tive walcomed wanemaking
inrposecinenns ancd regions such as
Terrasses du Largec and La Claps are
upgrading Uheir appellacons,

sany e regiom are delighred by
s dluvelopienils, saviog e ane
signaks of imiprowing ouerticy and more
srrve e el oo e U consiwmers.

Adbvini LK export manager Cécric
Diennsel says: “Langmesdes is bailding
s ey map b ACS nased geespecilic
rerroirs, amd deseloping i identiy as
i Lty vegon of prodaction,

Wi e seeing several multiphe
retailers begin ro develop AOPs
with their osen-brangd format. Some
AU, such s Cotes du Renssallon,
e 51 Laosuyareh 34 Chiedam evee
Treconne attractive as they bring a
point af ditference from rhe seandand
Lamyguecst o o Corlibdres AL

Faachel Clement presicent and
winemaker Lavrent Delaunay
nt
Uevabogueent e eoluncing the
puliny image of the Lanzuedoc, as
more terroies s being given the
recugtinion they deserve

Lus Giranels Cluis de France
s swiched bes focus from 161
tey A wimes. Director Tim North
siys: Tl ik 2 e podne of
clifferemoe. What is warking Dest
fromn the appellation: is chateau
il domaine wines which offer 2
clisstinetaen foe e wines wore Hheim
Just thee ACH rme.”

Free Bun Wines |5 putring all its
lew s vann ro ACHPS Froum thee regenm,
amcl alivector MBacolas By s
varbetal wines from sowlwern France
ame e ongier compericiye commpirad
el sy, Braly amed e e Wiorkd,

AL wines Eroan the Languedeoc
are finally starting e be recognised
s b categnry of huge potential and
Presntle, wolhulee comsipmers= andd
reliilers ane puerlspes moving iy
frrowm 1 e siys.

I=abelle Pangsal, wineaker
awn] Lo ambassador tor Les
Vignodibes Boncalicw, i sacip v
LIK conswmers gegting infere=awd in
Langeedac ADPS, Shenees:  Plopoud
cles Pavpcel AU sas e fest bl
st parthy in 200053, 10 becane popular
first om the Prench mabe and now
b e LU aned the LIS

Coapstal Lan Chape, o fermer iskand
with limestone clifls o beoome:
tha Lamgue e s festand only
conrnrmunalappeiliiom.

Wiy Falue, [nsiness manager
o Chiiresn Fanglos, which makes all
it rexls aned whites under La Clape
AL saws: T mesms i Languec

s T 14
agrees: TS




is finally getting structured, like
Bordeaus, Burgundy or the Khone,
with some ‘grands crus’ - termolies such
a5 Lat Clape - and wider appullations.

“The main trend in the Languedoc
imdefinitely to produce less and
Detter: For the past 15 years g
winemakers have come o showeise
tereedr that has outstancding
potental, and today we see the first
resulrs of the new Languedoc age:
true, serious wines with amazing
vilue for maoney, | see Baintstic
potentizl For uncaked wines
between L8-£12 and oaked ones for
LIF-L20. At these price poings vou
can gl corivalled guality wines of
terroir in the Languedoe,”

For sorme, more subdivisions are
nat helping this diverse region o
Taaild up a coherent identity.

Rt Jores of Daoamaine Jones
makes some of her wines under
ACP Firow, "hecause it is easy o
pronoienee and has a hwal Tllowing
aned well-established history
in the UK. But she warns that
breaking up the region into more
“unpronounceable” AQPs will not
el the Languedoc's cverall image.

Shie says: s a case of runming
belore vou can walk. The big areq of
Sud de France has been created and
the next logical level would be o try
L rise awarcness of the Languedo.
Other than the more familiar and
lomgstanding Languedoe AOPs,
sueT as Corbelres, Minervols and
Fitoa, 1elom's think the majority of
Uk conswmers are readdy For further
subdivisions of the Languedoc,”

Jomes adds: “Languedos is the most
rocking wine arca in France, and
there is gresn freedom in winemaking
here There is resl opportunity,
particukarly with specialist and
independent merchants, at the mid

o premium end. Innovarive and
creative winemakers are shaking
themselves free from the restrictions
o the Classification system to be able
toshowcase interesting varieties
and unusual and new styles under
Ui menn estade e catber than
cwvercesmpliciate things with an AQR”
Thibaul: Lavergne, fownder of
agency Wine Story save: ~There is
A real aspiration for a simplified
offer. The Langucdoc is beeoming
awell-known name on foreign
markets, It is now recognised asa
souithern French region, producing

ralkse the level and creare pew qualiny |

.

Buyers place more
confidence in the
name of a trusted
producer than in an
dppelldtl{}n

high guality wines at very affordable

prices, But [am not sure how many
corsumers would e Eunilior with
Terrasses du Larzac, for instance.

“Terrasses du Larsac produces
excellent wines and | am by no
means mrying o cricicise i i,
From a miarkering point of view, is it
necessarily o good idea o oreate a
standalone appellation?

“French officials should perhaps
resisl the fempation tegive in to the

leltving of local politicians and lkeep
the clarification of the offer in mind.”

Stgphane kandler, owner af
Chateaw Towreil, says " The upside is
the appaliation system has helped o

staunclards. The coamsiole i
adding maore appelkitions is going to
confuse the consumeer, which is not

a good thing while the [regail ] offer
becomes richer with wines from all

o e workl My Det s that it is mone
the individual names - of winemalers,

chateauy or grossers - which will make

[ conmercial seocess.”

Andrew Steel, owner of
Comnaisseur Estates, which
distributes Cliireau danglés, savs:
“We recognise how important it s oo
dilferentiate twe individwsl wervoirs
of the Languedor - distances across
the Languedoc are several huncred
kilomeerres, son is not all the same.

“Hemever, the messsse must ol
Dceone too complicated as i will
only confisse consumers, We need
clear and concise information for
the prblic and dhe producers eed 1o

| ook togtether to promiote the region,

“Ihe Ehdne is a great example
of this. It has succecded in having a
VETY AIMONE generic message for the
wleele region, while highlighting the
different terrairs within that, The
various regions of the Languedoc
haree a huge opportunity to fly the
flag by working rogether as a family
ol weines, anad vested intereses should
ot staned in the wan”

Mark Walloed, owner o Le Soulw
Sy IO Erowwers are ialacns wines
uneder the overarchiog ¥in de Franm
b o1 " Buers place more
confidence in the name of o rusted

| prrenclacer than im an appellaion.”

Aned o Erie Mo, chiel
winemaker for Boutinots Domaine
e POk, DGO still holds the
mast patential, “ifwe can have a
good criop”, He adds: "The current
lack of grapes is still a problem in
this regard.” &

LUCY CLEMENTS, PRODUCT DEVELOPME

MAMNAGER FOR WINE, TESCO

BUYERSVIEW
Heve l_.p:-u Ilsl:ad new wines from the 1
Languedoe recently? |

Towards the end of 2074 we

: launched two Finest wines fram
the L nhguedac inta the range - Finest Fitou
and Finest St Chinian. Even more recently we
hove added a new Minervols and a Coles du
Roussillon Villages into the range.

What trends are you seeing coming out of the
Languedoc?

We hove storted to se2 much better use of uuk i
and mare use of oak, which works well for our i
customers whao already like New World and
want to bridge the gap inte French wines. 3

Les Terrasses du Largae was made an official |
AOP last year, and La Clape is to be recognise
as o communal appellation. What dees this
mean for the Languedoc as a region? ;
We love the wines from both of these regions
and have been laaking ot thers both Far o while !
now. | om not sure that the AOP will make much
difference to our customers - and abvicusly they|
are the focus when we are listing any new wines
= but it is certainly an addition of credibility,

FRANCE UNDER ONE ROOF

THE ESSENTIALS

WHEN Tu csclug h-'lu ru:h 2& 1CIam-'-'- SCIpm
WHERE: The Lindley Hall, Reuol Horticultural
Halls, Elverton Street, London SW1P 20W
REGISTER: franceunderaneroaf. oo uk

NAMES TO LOOK QUT FOR

WHAT'S NEW FROM THE LANGUEDOC?

| Cupestlnk Murrﬂy is plunmng to“shake up
the whole French wine category” with o new
range of wines from advertising megul Sir John | §

], 20 Dnmnme.lunes has releazed Les Perles de
~ 1 Jones, alimited range of single-vorietol wines
made up of Macabew, Carignan Gris, Carignan

Hegarty's Minarvals estate Hegarty Chamaons Ll and Syrah, hos bought twa new vineyards in

M Les Grands Chais de Franee is relensing
a dry roseé from newly ocquired Chateau

Fabregues in Costiéres de Nimes

M Le Soula is releasing a gsecond vintoage of its
arange wine, Maceration de Sould
B Boutinot's Domaine de I'Olibet. is focusing

on Grenache/Cinsault blends

M Chiteau d’Anglés in La Clape has baught
2ha af Vermenking to add to its Clossique
blend of Bourboulenc/Grenache Blanc/

Roussanne,/Marsonne

B Advini is trying to boost distribution of
brands from the better-known 40Ps, such
ag Ormaring from Piepoul, Costelmaurs
from Corbigres, Lo Grovette from Pic St
Loup ond Domaine de Fenouillet from

Faugéres

EiE

s

Fitou and is converting an old train shed in the
wliuge af Tuchan inta a winery
| B Chateau Tourrll is ra tionalising its range
ina bid to grow export markets ond is
" looking for a UH importer
B Wine Story hos launched Domaine de =
Migas, from Jahn Geelet, the winemoker |} "
behind Clos du Val in Mopa ond Taltarni
and Clover Hill in Austrolic. It is based
near Pégenas and has released faur
hlends under various appellations
N Bodet Clement hos added a new
white wine to the Reserve range of its
top-end Abbotts & Delounay Collection
- o Mermenting/Marsanne/Roussanne
hlend. It is alzo releasing La Belle
Angéle Sauvignon Blanc and Syrahin

|

s armelles
! e ROSE

|

bog-in-box for the surnmer, and hes launched)
Clair de Rosé inthe Les Jarmelles range
M Free Run Wines is moving oway from
wirietal wines to focus on ADPs such as
! Cabardés, Faugéres and Corbiéres, undsr
the watch of Austraolion winermaker Richard
« Osborne
4 M Terra Hominis, the first Languedos
wine cornpany Lo raise cash through
a crowdfunding initiative, is working
on o project for young winemakers
to plant the highest white vines in
Faugeres, and growing Domaing
Montgros, o demoine fundead solely by
- rugby players
| M Les Vignobles Fonealieu has givena
- new look to its super-premium UALelier
Prestige range, and is working an Les
Extraordinaire, on IGP Languedoc range of
wines made wsith unusual grapes, blends.
or vinification technigues



Telegraph Magazine
Hamish Anderson

12nd September 2015

Hamish Anderson’s tasting notes Languecoc-Roussillon whites

2014 Taste the Difference Languedoc Blanc Languedoc-Roussillon wines
are dominated by red varieties. Look, though, and there are fascinating, rewarding whites. This is

a blend of many of the most common varieties found across the region: grenache blanc, marsanne,
vermentino and viognier. It is aromatic and full of character with fresh herbs and peach.

2014 Clos Bagatelle, Saint-Chinian

Saint-Chinian is to the west of Béziers. Though reds predominate, it makes wine of all three colours
that are full of character and distinctly fresh. This is 2 blend of grenache blanc, roussanne and
carignan blanc, perfumed with flowers and citrus, while savoury elements add complexity.

2009 Le Soula, Cotes Catalanes Le Soula's stupendous vineyards
are in the foothills of the Pyrenees, west of Perpignan. Their altitude is key in delivering the amazing
purity of this wine. Based on sauvignon blanc and augmented with local varieties, it is a powerful,
full-bodied white with fresh fennel, apricot and exotic spice. Decant to revel in its full array of flavours.

The Code Bulletin n°123

www.code-london.co.uk
The eyes and ears of the Industry

22nd June 2015

Wine of the week
Le Soula Blanc 2010, Vin de Pays des Cotes Catalanes, France

Big impact white wine which knocked us sideways (in a good way) at a lunch at Medlar in Chelsea.
Vines are grown organically and biodynamically at between 350-600 meters in Fenouilledes, Roussillon,
on granite soil near the Pyrénées. Fleshy, rich, gorgeously layered multi-varietal white made with
Macabeu, Grenache Blanc, Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, Malvoisie and Vermentino - a vinous smack
around the chops.

Importer: fmvwines.com
@fmvwines

Available: medlarrestaurant.co.uk
@MedlarChelsea

Wine of the week presented by Bitten & Written





